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Andiamo's helps feed homeless, working poor at 
Capuchin Soup Kitchen
Leonard N. Fleming / The Detroit News

Detroit --With no steady work and a meager budget in a struggling economy, Barbara Shepheard says a 
good meal is hard to find. 

But on Thursday at the Capuchin Soup Kitchen on the city's east side, Shepheard had a lunch plate full of 
homemade Italian pasta, green beans, salad, garlic bread and cookies courtesy of Andiamo Restaurant 
Group. 

"It's a blessing to be able to have a place to go eat," said Shepheard, 59, who lives in an apartment 
complex next door to the soup kitchen on Conner. "People don't have to help you and like I said, people are 
having a hard time. It fills in the gap, especially when you don't have the money to pay for those meals." 

The lunchroom was packed for lunch and dinner 
Thursday as top chefs and managers for Andiamo 
prepared and served the primarily homeless and 
working poor of the city. 

Organizers expected at least 1,200 residents to get 
an Andiamo meal. Nearly 400 people came for the 
lunchtime service including Keith Messenger, 51, 
who lost his foot in a work-related accident in 1984 
and has been disabled -- and sometimes homeless -- 
ever since. 

"It was good gourmet food," Messenger said. "I've 
been hungry and being hungry is not a good thing." 

Joseph P. Vicari, chief executive officer of Andiamo, 
said his restaurant group has served meals at the 
soup kitchen a few times before given his longtime 
involvement with the Capuchin organizers. Andiamo 
has 12 restaurants in Metro Detroit including a 
location along the riverfront. 

Vicari said he has helped generate $200,000 over a 
15-year period through various fund-raisers for the 
Capuchin Soup Kitchen as part of his restaurant's 
effort to "give back." 

"Like anything, it gives you a different perspective 
now that you can see what's going on and what the 
Capuchins (are) doing," he said. "Everybody's hurting 
today. But we can't give up." 

Mike Breen, the manager at the soup kitchen 
founded in 1929 as the ministry of the Province of St. 
Joseph of the Capuchin Order, said the effort shows 
that even in tough times people care. 

Most Read Shared

ADVERTISEMENT

Most Popular

Steve Wilson loses job as TV reporter at Ch. 7 
Tiger prospects getting raves 
Anita Baker could face jail in royalty dispute with 
her ex 
Detroit Mayor Bing emphasizes need to shrink 
city 
Prosecutors fight Michigan's freeing of violent 
offenders 
Lions want a changing of the guard 
Tigers youngster a head-Turner 
Kilpatrick probation violation hearing stayed 
Lions' Jim Schwartz won't be hogtied into 

Sponsored by 

 Wayne County Wayne County RSS Feed e-mail headlines Text alerts On your PDA

Print Email Comment Read Comments Text Size: Share Post Digg  

E-Edition | Mobile | iPhone | E-mail Newsletters | RSS | Twitter Subscribe Now|Pay Bill|Place an Ad|Customer Service|Contact The Detroit News

 

Home News Local Sports Autos Business Entertainment Lifestyle Opinion

 

Buy-Sell Jobs Cars Real Estate For Rent Deals

Local Metro/State Macomb Oakland Wayne Livingston Schools Commuting Michigan History Obituaries
 

Archive: Fri | Sat | Sun | Mon | Tue | Wed | Thu | Today

  
  

Page 1 of 2Andiamo's helps feed homeless, working poor at Capuchin Soup Kitchen | detnews.com | ...

2/26/2010http://www.detnews.com/article/20100226/METRO01/2260336/1409/metro/Andiamo-s-he...



 

Special Reports

 
Special section: Haiti tries 
to recover
Keep up with efforts from around 
the world to help Haiti deal with 
the effects of a major earthquake 
and aftershocks.

Continuing coverage: Terrorist 
threat on Flight 253

Top stories of 2009: The year in 
review

Decade in review: Au revoir to 
the '00s

Restructuring ideas: 50 ways to 
make Michigan better

Ready or not, it's flu season

The Recession Chronicles

More Special Reports

Essentials:
Home
Page One PDF
Sports PDF
Weather
Horoscope
Lottery
Crossword
Sudoku
Contact Us
Multimedia:
Photos/Video
News Photos
Autos Photos
Audio Galleries
Video
Photo Store

News:
Nation/World
Politics/Govt.
Religion
Data Center
Local/State:
Metro/State
WayneOakland
Macomb
Livingston
Commuting
Schools
Michigan History
Charlie LeDuff
Obituaries
Death Notices

Autos:
Autos Insider
DriveJoyrides
Auto Shows
Auto Reviews
Auto Photos
Autos Talk
Test Drive blog
Business:
Business News
Personal 
Finance
Stocks
Technology

Sports:Sports
Lions/NFL
Pistons/NBA
Red Wings/NHL
Tigers/MLB
Shock/WNBA
MSUU-M
College Sports
High Schools
OlympicsGolf
Motor Sports
More Sports
Scoreboards

Entertainment:
Entertainment
MusicCalendar
Movies
Movie Finder
TV Listings
TV/Radio
Restaurants
Wine Report
Celebs
Performing Arts
Puzzles/Games

Forums:
Forums Index
Lions Talk
Wings Talk
Pistons Talk
Tigers Talk
Ask John Niyo 
Big Ten Talk
News Talk
Autos Talk
Faith Talk
Opinions:
Editorials
Letter to Editor
BlogsColumnists
Cybersurveys

Lifestyle:
Lifestyle
HomestyleFood
Recipe Finder
Health/Fitness
Fashion/Shopping
Families/Parenting
Travel/Recreation
MichMoms
MichDadsOther
Special Reports

Site Index

© Copyright 2010 The Detroit News. All rights reserved.

Terms of Service Contact Help

 

Article Tools: Print Email Comment Read Comments Share 

In the blogs...

Olympics Blog
Gregg Krupa: The Canada Women's Ice 
Hockey team returned to the ice long after 
almost all of the spectators had left Canada 

Hockey Place -- and, boy, did they party! It was fun to … 
Continued 

Wings Blog
Chris McCosky: Have to admit, I was kind 
of shocked to see that Brad May has agreed 
to accept his reassignment to Grand Rapids. 
When I talked to him a couple of weeks ago, he said … 
Continued 

Ask the Child Psychologist
Dr. Daniel Klein: "Should I agree to buy my 
child a cell phone?" was a question I would 
get often from parents. In the past year, the 

question has shifted for many to whether … Continued 

More blogs

"It's wonderful. How often do you get somebody to come in and not only purchase and prepare food but 
bring in chefs and help out at the same time," Breen said. "It means a lot to them. You have a hot meal for 
the day, something they don't always get." 

lfleming@detnews.com (313) 222-2072 

MORE IN: WAYNE COUNTY

Anita Baker could face jail in royalty dispute with her 
ex - 02/26/2010

Kilpatrick probation violation hearing stayed - 
02/26/2010

Bing blasts union inaction - 02/26/2010

Andiamo's helps feed homeless, working poor at 
Capuchin Soup Kitchen - 02/26/2010

Wayne briefs - 02/26/2010

Appeals Court puts Kilpatrick hearing on hold 
indefinitely - 02/25/2010

Anita Baker could face jail in royalty dispute with her 
ex - 02/25/2010

Grosse Pointe Shores mayor, council members face 
recall - 02/25/2010

Detroit Mayor Bing emphasizes need to shrink city - 
02/25/2010

Ecorse man facing drug charge escapes from Frank 
Murphy Hall of Justice - 02/25/2010

Kilpatrick hopes appeal will stall hearing - 02/25/2010

Watchdog group objects to Detroit City Council's 
prayers - 02/25/2010

Page 2 of 2Andiamo's helps feed homeless, working poor at Capuchin Soup Kitchen | detnews.com | ...

2/26/2010http://www.detnews.com/article/20100226/METRO01/2260336/1409/metro/Andiamo-s-he...


