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JOURNEY TO HOLINESS:  A PILGRIMAGE THROUGH THE SOLANUS CASEY CENTER NOW AVAILABLE 
Detroit, MI (November 7, 2007) – Journey to Holiness:  A Pilgrimage through the Solanus Casey Center, authored by Capuchin friar Edward Foley, is now available at the Solanus Casey Center. 
Foley chaired the commission that planned the Solanus Casey Center which opened its doors in 2002.   

“The book is designed as a spiritual reflection for those making the journey, both to the center as well as that all important journey home.  It’s a highly visual book and we hope it sparks the religious imagination that is present in us all,” Foley explains.    

Author of seventeen other books, Foley explains that Journey to Holiness not only serves as a reflection on the life of Father Solanus and a guide to the rich art and architecture that punctuates the Solanus Center, but also serves as a kind of autobiography for pilgrims to the Center.  

“It is the pilgrim’s story to holiness as well,” Foley states.  “That’s the beauty of Father Solanus.  His story can be our story.  Just like Solanus, a lot of us can flunk an exam, open a door, and make a sandwich.  Solanus invites us to take up the cross as a gesture of hope and to accept that each cross can also be a potential path to holiness for us.  Father Solanus had such faith and hope.  He believed that every need would be taken care of if we just put ourselves in God’s hands.”

Printed in Italy, Journey to Holiness is available for $20.00 and can be purchased through the Solanus Casey Center gift shop by calling 313-579-2100.  The book was designed by Maria Mariottini with photography by James Hollingsworth. 

Edward Foley is Professor of Liturgy and Music and the founding Director of the Ecumenical D.Min. Program at Catholic Theological Union in Chicago.  He currently  serves as the external examiner for the graduate program in ritual song at the University of Limerick, Ireland.  A member of the Province of St. Joseph of the Capuchin Order since 1966 he was ordained a Roman Catholic priest in 1975.   He earned an M.Div. (1975) from St. Francis School of Pastoral Ministry in Milwaukee, an M.M. in choral conducting (1975) from the University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee, an M.A. in liturgical research (1980), an M.A. in Liturgy (in course, 1983), and the Ph.D. in Theology (1987) from the University of Notre Dame.

A specialist in worship and the arts, Foley identifies himself as a practical theologian.  He has published 16 books, including Worship Music: A Concise Dictionary (2000), Preaching Basics (1998), Mighty Stories, Dangerous Rituals co-authored with Herbert Anderson (1997), Ritual Music (1995), Developmental Disabilities and Sacramental Access (1994), and the well known From Age to Age (1991).  His newest joint effort is a scholarly commentary on the General Instruction of the Roman Missal with 20 collaborators, for which he serves as general editor.  Foley has also authored over 300 scholarly and pastoral articles and reviews in such collections as The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians, and Religion in Geschichte und Gegenwart and in journals such as Revue Bénédictine, Speculum, Studia Liturgica and Worship.  He sits on a number of editorial boards.  His current research projects include a book on integration funded by the Lilly Foundation, and a project on preaching funded by the Humanitas Foundation.  

Solanus Casey was a beloved Capuchin Friar credited with miraculous cures and valued for his wise and compassionate counsel. He faithfully served by providing soup for the hungry, kind words for the troubled and a healing touch for the ill.  Today, work is underway seeking sainthood for Father Solanus.  

Inspired by the holy life of Father Solanus, the Solanus Casey Center opened its doors in 2002 in order to lead visitors on a spiritual journey.  More than 200,000 people come to the center each year for prayer, to nurture the spirit, and to visit the Venerable Solanus’ tomb.  The center is located in Detroit, Michigan.
The Solanus Casey Center and the Father Solanus Guild are Capuchin ministries and are a part of the Capuchin Province of St. Joseph, headquartered in Detroit which serves Capuchin ministries worldwide.  www.solanuscenter.org       www.solanuscasey.org





###

