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Marcus amdd Leo peruse the “Crrmmar af Crou

rowing up in Milwaukee in o Polish tmily
and pansh didn't lend iselt o much cross-
cultural intersction for Father Randolph
Uirncrvk, bt when he entered seminary in 1965, and
began making summer work trips 1o the Northem
Chevenne amd Crow Indion nesernvations, he discow
ered thar e hsd @ [N T bz o mooch about
thise Mative pecpile and their bingoge w he oould
Grraduating from seminary in 1970, he neguested
mstymment fo the Lodee Uines Parsh on the Crow
reservation. To his demoyg, he soon discovernsd thnt he
s sidelined trom many comverstions becmse, cul-
rurally, Crow Indians must speak the binguage to one
another when conversing. But this handscap alwo
gave him the IMpetus fo bein whu would become
his lie's work, o preseme the Lo languaie
Ar that time, Wycliffe Bible transtaton were just
beginning to develop a Crow alphabet and were
happy 1o collaborate with Father Randolph ms he
tormailated a plan to leam the langusge
The micwe he studiad, the more he realized thiat o
really leam Crow e would have to obeain sdditional
tmining. In 982, he enmolled in the Linpulstics
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lewsically sk who i thar servine would know any-
thimg about the Crow languasge. As Father H.IIH.‘IH:F‘h
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CiHNE ACHES,

Reverend Randolph Graczyk:

PRESERVING THE
CROW INDIAN LANGUAGE
FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

After eaming o mas-
refs degree b limguts
tics, Father Randolph
returned 1o the msena-
[Wn a8 pastor of S
Charles Partshy in Pryor,
Montana, and continoed his ||:'.1-,'|'-;':|.,1-|_-:|'.|: worl [
leam the lingusge. He was formumate to be among o
mumber of flsent speakers wheo were willing o help
Ry with buis work, Pamr, once apgain, e felr e neaded
micee formal e o enhance Fis Bnguisee skills

In the lote eighrics he retumaed o Chicapo and
completed his Phol in 1991, Armmed with his degree,
he returmed o Pryor and sesolved 1o produce mareris
ils that would presene the binguage, which was
beginning o suffer @ decline, cspecially among
young peopic

The mesult & A Unpnane of Crowe, maod s much o
texthook but mther & refenence book for Crow spoiken
md future researchens who will build on Eather
Rancolphi’s work to keep the binguage from dying out
That has become a very real concem &8 mibal |an-
e in the Ulnited States amd all aound the workd
comitine B0 e ks, some sy, of the mte of one 8 month

Father Randolph wishes o thank muny Crow
people who have assisted him with his endeavor. Fimst,
ire his adopted parenis, Bermard and Gloria Cummins
of Losdpe i, whao spent mumy hours answerning his
questions and helping him with. promunciation. The
ke Mary Frances Flar Lip, secretary. of St Charles
School, Lany and Gwen Main Ball, Dosothy .“'-|'-.'H|'||:
Bear, and Jowee DelCrane also devoted many o
encominenng him o compsete this firmbdabsle progect

Jowee Delrane observes enthusimstically, “Father’s
ook i very informative, and Crow speakers will cher-
ish 1t becouse it will preserve our linguage.”

Joyce bepan working a8 o teachers alde ar
St Charles in 1982, the year Father Randolph
baszin his master's work in lingnstics

some may wonder why Farher Randolph i= trying 1o
Preserive O s 15 that is |.|H|n;: bt diame, He is
quick to respond, “When Crows hear the Geospel pro-
claimed in their own language, it has a great impact
-“.I-I-L!l.'r'l".' .IH r|:'r|.' l|Lr|!||: |".|;L|._'.||H|r|.! M= af 3.].;-.:.
completely stop

Two of Father Randolph’s ewghth prade Crow
laguage students alio weighed m oon the subject
Marcus sy the book will help the young people in
the future preserve their culure. He also poined oot
that only three of the 135 students in the school
speak fluent Crow

Lo agmees that the book will be wusehul for futune
generationd of young U [nelians. He also declares,
T |_-|||._:||_|.|_~._- poes o, | will by the book,” He
then adds with a mischievous orin, ©| pst wish he
woutld have written a kids version.®

A Crmmmar of Cleowd, certalndy o bne scodbemb
.h-.-'rllF']l:'-|!'.I|||.':'|I!. s also  Farher Rand ipih's Labor of
love on behall of the Crow men, women, and chil
ibren be has served for nesarky fory vears, In the mean-
time, he continues to |.|l'I'I1F"'|I|.' a Crow dicrionan
which will be aroaher imporant

toal in the quest o keep this
MNative binguage vibrng
and useful.



